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Introduction

Poliomyelitis (Polio), a highly infectious viral disease, had been a health problem in many African
countries until the World Health Assembly approved a vaccination plan for eradicating polio with the
help of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) in 1989. By 2003, the number of polio cases in
Africa had fallen, but there were still concerns about Nigeria, which accounted for 45% of polio cases
worldwide and 80% of the cases in Africa.

This concern recently rose to a new high when Kano State Government and local community
organization leaders in a northern section of Nigeria, expressed their distrust of the vaccine campaign,
which is organized and funded by international aid agencies. The Kano State Government and these
leaders decided to ban the GPEI sponsored polio immunizations, and asked parents in their
communities to refuse them. Rumors claiming the vaccine was contaminated with anti-fertility drugs,
HIV, and cancerous agents began to circulate in the area.

Due to this suspension of the vaccination campaign in northern Nigeria, a global outbreak of polio
occurred immediately, spreading into twenty countries across Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast
Asia. This resulted in a rapid and significant increase in the number of polio cases in the region.

Understanding the complexity of this crisis, the World Health Organization (WHO) has decided to set
up a meeting with political leaders in Nigeria and other stakeholders involved in the polio eradication
project for this area. .
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